1 of 3

News for the week of March 13 -17


A Strong Finish

When school resumes Monday morning, it will begin
the final trimester of the school year. With the
remaining thirteen weeks of the school year, RAMS
teachers will be focused and ready to deliver
engaging and succinct instruction. I am looking
forward to experiencing with our students deep
learning and watching their
maturation(academically, emotionally and socially)
this final trimester.
As grades are finalized, I encourage families to review the report card with their child. Ask them
about the grades that have been earned and the effort that the child put into the class to earn
that grade. At the conclusion set goals with your child that includes performance and effort. It is
also good to include dates to monitor their progress. I have listed trimester three dates below:
Trimester = 13 weeks March 13 - June 9
1st Check in - March 18th: How did the first week go? What goals have you set?
2nd Check in - April 22nd: Let's review your progress in each class (use ParentVue).  
3rd Check in - May 20th: Let's set a plan to ensure a strong finish!

There are many ways that Restorative Practices
can be used in schools. Circles is one of
those ways. Circles can be used to: learn
academic content, build community, improve a
class atmosphere, or repair relationships.
Regardless of the purpose, Circles have certain
elements that encourage respect and build
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understanding. In the book
Circle Forward Carolyn Boyes-Watson
and Kay Pranis describe these elements.

Talking Piece
“Circles use a talking piece to regulate the dialogue of the participants. The talking piece
is passed from person to person around the rim of the circle. Only the person holding the
talking piece may speak. The talking piece allows the holder to speak without interruption
and allows the listeners to focus on listening and not be distracted by thinking about a
response to the speaker. The use of the talking piece allows for full expression of emotions,
thoughtful reflection and an unhurried pace.
“The talking piece is a powerful equalizer. It gives every participant an equal opportunity
to speak and carries an implicit assumption that every participant has something important
to offer the group.…
“The talking piece lifts the burden of control off the keeper and instead distributes control
of the processamong all the participants.… Whenever possible, the talking piece represents
something important to the group. The more meaning the talking piece has the more
powerful it is for engendering respect for the process...
“The talking piece always goes in order around the Circle and does not bounce around the
Circle. In Circle, adults must also honor the expectation that one can speak only when
holding the talking piece.”

Next time watch for information on Identifying values and Generating guidelines based on
those values.
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For more information about Roseville Area Middle School and the Raider's Den,
contact Dr. Brookins, Principal at tyrone.brookins@isd623.org or 651.482.5280.
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